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Preface 
 
The forthcoming exhibition “Deities, Monkeys and Signs of the Zodiac” derives from the desire 
expressed by Moshe Tabibnia, to continue, in Italy, the important events in France (12 May – 30 
September 2007 "Les Gobelins 1607-2007, Trésors dévoilés - Quatre  siècles de création) celebrating 
the four hundred year anniversary of the Gobelins manufacture, and organized by the Mobilier 
National and the Galerie des Gobelins in Paris. 
 
Although the manufacture began a little earlier than 1607, in 1601 to be precise, by Henry IV, King of 
France (1553 - 1610) the Galerie des Gobelins, which had been closed since 1972, decided to 
celebrate this important anniversary in 2007, during the opening of the newly refurbished space. 
 
Gallery Moshe Tabibnia, with the exhibition “Deities, Monkeys and Signs of the Zodiac”, provides a 
unique opportunity for Milan to be part of the international circuit, built around this four hundred year 
celebration. 
 
Gallery Moshe Tabibnia will offer an interesting analysis of this manufacture, by exhibiting 12 silk 
tapestries, with details in wool, dated circa 1710.-1730, and illustrating the 12 months of the year, also 
known as the “Les douze mois grotesques” or “Mois grotesque par bandes”.  
 
It is a rare edition, that comes after the one that was commissioned by The Sun King (Louis XIV), for his 
son the Great Dauphin, in 1709, tailored for the castle of Meudon and realized with the drawings of 
Claude Audran the Young, maybe assisted by Antoine Watteau and Alexandre – François Desportes.  
 
 
The editio princeps and Moshe Tabibnia’s series 
 
In the editio princeps, mentioned above, realized to please The Sun King, the sequence of the 12 
months was structured in three tapestries, containing three, six, and three months, intentionally 
tailored to surround the royal alcove, in the bedroom of the Great Dauphin, in the castle of Meudon. 
The last panel, with the months of October, November, December, was missing already in 1830 (cfr. 
Histoire et Description des Tapisseries du Garde – Meuble, p. 115).  

 
After having realized this first edition, the Gobelins’ ateliers produced different editions of this series, 
none of which was officially documented, probably because the destination was not the Crown, but 
private families. 
 
After the editio princeps, in the following editions, the vertical “bands” with the months were 
conceived as separated, the consequence was that each series was made in 12 panels, and were 
introduced little changes to the original design, the same changes that Jean Audran, Claude Audran’s 
brother, illustrated in a collection of engravings, published in 1726, and probably copies of the 
cartoons used to prepare the tapestries. 
 
Amongst these editions, the Tabibnia series is one of the four that survive complete (amongst the 
others: one is still displayed in the Yellow Room of Palace Doria Pamphilj, in Rome; another belongs to 
a private collection, coming once from the Palace of Prince Giovannelli in Venice, of the fourth, 

 



 
 

 

mentioned by Fenaille at the beginning of the 20th century, nothing is at the moment known). 
Groups of tapestries and further copies, often not complete or further modified, are conserved in 
important public and private collections, such as the Art Institute of Chicago and the Wernher 
Collection at Ranger’s House n Great Britain. 
 
The Tabibnia series is one of the most impressive, as it is complete and exceptionally well preserved 
realized with care of materials and manufacture. 
 
We can plausibly believe that it was commissioned by an important  and rich family, more than likely 
associated with the circle of aristocrats that the Crown, during the kingdom of Louis XIV influenced, 
and that could have taken inspiration for decorating their palaces and houses by the royal apartments 
in Meudon. 
 
 
Deities, Monkeys and Signs of the Zodiac 
 
This title was assigned by analysing the characters who live in the 12 tapestries: the deities, to whom 
the months have been associated; the monkeys, in the grotesques, very typical of the French Rococo; 
the stars, positioned in the highest part, in order to give astrological and astronomic guide lines. 
 
The name of this exhibition comes from this typical “imagerie” of tapestries, in which the months are 
illustrated with allegoric icons, that evoke a long tradition, well established in the classical antiquities 
and then re-discovered during the Renaissance, but re-adjusted following the laical and frivolous 
perception, alive at the beginning of the 18th century. 
 
Each month is illustrated with a classical deity, positioned in a fragile central frame, which recalls the 
Rococo “chinoiserie”; in order to enlighten the role and the attributes of each Olympic deity there is a 
large variety of details, animals, monkeys, which personify the human activities that relate to the 
worship of Venus, Mars, Vulcano, Apollo, etc. 
 
In the atmosphere of the beginning of the 18th century, the series leaves behind the heroic and 
military themes, popular in the 17th and 18th century production, and reveals the new values of 
lightness and delight, the same of Mozart and Fragonard. 
 
 
The initiatives 
 
The exhibition will take place on the first floor of Gallery Moshe Tabibnia in via Brera 3 and will last for 
three weeks, between the 8th  and 30th November. 
 
During the exhibition, the gallery will host a series of lectures: 
 
Wednesday  14    November 2007 17.30 hours 
Pascal-François Bertrand 
Professor of Modern Art 
University of  Michel de Montagne Bordeaux 3, 
Bordeaux, France 
“Gobelins’ Manufacture during The Sun King leadership” 
 
Wednesday   21 November 2007 17.30 hours 
Arnauld Brejon 

  
 



 
 

 

Director of the Collections at the Mobilier National &  Manufactures des Gobelins, de Beauvais e de la 
Savonnerie 
Paris, France  
“The Galerie des Gobelins, present and future: projects, acquisitions and conservation” 
 
Wednesday 28    November 2007 17.30 hours 
Nello Forti Grazzini 
Art Historian 
Milan, Italy 
“The calendar weaved by Claude III Audran: the theme of the 12 months from the Middle Age to the Modern 
Age” 
 
The entrance is free of charge and lectures will be held in Italian. 
Seats are limited, please book by Friday 9th November email info@moshetabibnia.com, fax 0039 
028051549 or phone  0039 028051545. 
 
For a better appreciation of the exhibition and the installation, the Gallery will also publish a volume, 
edited by the research team of the gallery, which will include an Introduction by Professor Bertrand, 
an essay, and detailed descriptions of the 12 tapestries. 
 
Musical moments will be organized as well, for the opening and the closure of the exhibition, to play 
some of the music composed in France at the beginning of the 18th century; the aim is to create and 
inspire the best and most delightful atmosphere, to enjoy the visit and the appreciation of these 
beautiful tapestries. 
 
The entrance to the exhibition is free, as well as to the concerts and to the lectures; booking in 
advance is strongly recommended to avoid any disruption or inconvenience. 
 
 
The gallery 
 
The exhibition “Deities, Monkeys and Signs of the Zodiac” planned for this coming autumn once again 
reflects: 
 

- the idea of a gallery – museum 
- the richness of the collection conserved in the caveau of the gallery, which can easily display 

remarkable objects, belonging to any kind of period, country, manufacture 
- the vivid intellectual glimps that inflates the right energy and enthusiasm to the gallery and the 

research group, established few years ago by Moshe Tabibnia 
- the academic discipline, a methodological pillar of the research centre 
- the constant attention paid by the gallery to national and international events and 

celebrations, in order to plan exhibitions and initiatives together with other institutions, to 
consolidate projects and efforts carried by every single institution, working in the Antique 
Textile Arts environment 

 
This is the approach given by Moshe Tabibnia to the newly refurbished gallery, inaugurated in 2006, 
with new and more spacious show rooms, a modern library highly specialized, that counts already 
more than 4000 volumes, databases with more than 20,000 images, an expert and unique research 
team. 
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